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KARUK TRIBE ENACTS FISHING RESTRICTIONS 

Tribal Council Takes Unprecedented Steps to Address Salmon Crisis 
 

Happy Camp, CA - The Karuk Tribal Council has taken the unprecedented step of placing 

restrictions on subsistence fishing by Tribal Members for the first time in history. 

 

“It’s my saddest day as Chairman,” said Karuk Tribal Chairman Russell ‘Buster’ Attebery, “this 

is the first time in our history that we have imposed limits on traditional dip net fishermen 

working to feed their extended families and tribal elders.” 

 

The Tribe will allow the harvest of 200 Chinook salmon for subsistence and ceremonial 

purposes. Typically, Karuk fishing requires little in the way of regulation due to the fishing 

method. Karuk fishermen use a traditional dip net about 12 feet long to scoop out salmon from 

behind rocks in the rapids below Ishi Pishi Falls “You can only catch a very small percentage of 

the fish that are moving through the falls with dip-nets. Our fishing method limits our take so as 

to ensure plenty of fish make it up- stream to spawn,” explains Attebery.  

 

This year’s run of Klamath Chinook salmon is projected to be the smallest in history- 11,000 

fish. This is about 10% of average for the last 3 decades. Before colonialization, scientists 

estimate over 1.2 million salmon returned to the Klamath annually.   

 

The Karuk once harvested fish at over 120 village sites along the middle Klamath and Salmon 

Rivers. Today, the Tribe is limited to a single site, Ishi Pishi Falls near present day Somes Bar, 

CA. It’s hard work, operating a 12 foot dip net in the midst of the treacherous Ishi Pishi Falls. 

Harvested salmon can weigh upwards of 40 pounds and are packed out on foot by young men 

aspiring to one day work the nets themselves. “When the fish are running, it’s a stunning site. 

Ishi Pishi is more than a fishery, its place where elders teach the youth how to feed their families, 

how to work hard, and to be thankful for the gifts the creator has bestowed upon us. Losing this 

opportunity is a cultural tragedy,” explains Leaf Hillman, Natural Resources Director for the 

Tribe. 

 

Despite the tragedy, the Karuk remain optimistic about the future. “PacifiCorp’s dam removal 

plan gives me hope for the future. They know that dam removal is in the best economic interests 

of their shareholders and customers. And there’s no doubt it is in the best interest of the Karuk 

Tribe,” explains Karuk Councilman Josh Saxon.   
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The Klamath dams generate relatively small amounts of electricity, provide no irrigation 

diversions, and offer little in the way of flood control. The company recently proposed a dam 

removal plan to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. If approved, dam removal would 

occur in 2020. 

 

The Karuk hope the fish can hold out that long. “We’re having a great water year now. I hope the 

áama
1
 can hang on until we can remove these dams and give them fighting chance,” concludes 

Saxon. 

 

 

### 

 

 

More information on Klamath dam removal: Klamath River Renewal Corporation 
       Karuk Dam Removal FAQ 
       Dam Removal Studies 
 

                                                        
1 Áama is the Karuk term for Chinook or King Salmon. 

http://www.klamathrenewal.org/
http://www.karuk.us/17-03-22KlamathDamFAQ.pdf
https://klamathrestoration.gov/home

